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By GODFREY HODGSON

N NOVEMBER 1935, a 19-year-old American under-
graduate at Cambridge University wrote his mother a
remarksble letter. He was probably pleased at the time
with the degree of insight it showed into his own character.
He can have had no inkling of how prescient it now seems.
For what he was telling his mother, without knowing it,
was that he had been visited by the kindly ones. These
furies were to pursue him the rest of his life.

He had spent the evening, he told his mother, with his
friend James, “and Whitney’s friend Guy Burgess and an
art historian called Anthony Blunt.” He added: “Now at
half past eleven I sit here and try to describe the terrible
significance of it all.”

Terrible its significance certainly turned out to be for
him. His mother already knew that he had become a com-
munist at Cambridge. That would in any case not have
shocked her. What he was trying to explain in this letter
was that he was less of a communist than he seemed. “My .
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actions,” he wrote, mbasedonmypemonalneedsmther
* than my convictions™ Hebad'bawa!md.afterthe"
:  breakup of a love affair with a girl at school, “that I'd be- "
:  come incapable of loving. Now I've learned that 'm able to
-viovemeeommmm&nu.emxfldon'tbvemmu-:;
pism itself™ - . o
TheyonmgmmbﬁehelSm:ght.msmothu“;
" Dorothy, was a Whitney, an heiress out of the warld of ~
Henry James' novels. After Michael's fathér died on active:
service in World War I she turned to good works, to the -
_ left, and to what would now be called radical chic. She was . -
> & prototype—it would no doubt be unfair to call her a cari- =
amm—ofthewuhbymnnofgoodehemm-;a
. enthusisst for labor unions and settlement houses; for s0- =7-
- cialism and feminism and pacifism. She led & march down .*
; EﬁhAmdemhmAndﬁeputﬁfé
", the money for The New Republic. =44~ - # .5
.. Thenshe married a Enghulmmcaﬂedlmmxd,j
-._Elmhxrst.undeahshciﬂeuvealthythmhmlf They-=
: tDamngtonHalLaMormorhommanex-h
qumtefoldofthegreenbevonhmn.andmmedxtmto
what ntremamstoday.lnexpenmentalschoolmda\'
~ center of world importance foxmuucandthemts.:lt“
was a utopia for those who after World War I dreamed
of & new society liberated by the arts; in the late 1920s.
that was a revolutionary dream. |
When it was time for

Michael w leave Dartington. whai more natural thar for
his mother w corzult Fc' x Frenkfurter? Whar mor ’.le v
than that Frari: rter should recorimend a vear under hi
friend Harold Laski a1 the Lordon School of Economics‘l’

The school's reputation as & hotbed of redicalism has ai-
ways been exagzerated. But there were radicals there in
the 1930s, as there have been since. In the 1930s, as in the
1960s, they were concerned both about the school's inter-
nal democracy, or lack of it, and about international af-
fairs: specifically, in the year 1933-34, when Michael
Straight was there, about the rise of Hitler.

Straight’s friends at LSE were radicals, some of them
communists. What more patural than that, when he
moved on to Cambridze to read economics at Triniry, he
should move into a circle of radicals, some of them, too,
‘communists.

Straight was a bright student, and he studied with some
of the great names in 20th-century economics: D.H. Ro-
bertson, Joan Robinson, John Maynard Keynes himself.
But it was the communists who had the most influence on
him, and it was political activism, nottheory that excited
his interest.

Specifically the three chief mﬂuenc&s were Maurice
Dobb, James Klugman, and John Cornford. Dobb was and
is an eminent Marxist academic economist. Klugman went
on to be a committed bureaucrat of the British Commu-
nist Party. And John Cornford was a romantic, gifted and

- attractive young poet, born into the heart of Cambridge's
-elite. All his family were brilliant dons, his mother a
-granddaughter of Charles Darwin. ~~ -

_ Straight became active among the Cambridge commu-
msts,t.hougbhehad reservations. He was reluctant, for ex-

ample, to have it known outside Cambridge that he was a
communist. “Students like myself,” he writes now, in what

- sounds like "honest recollection of past self-deception,

ovyednoallegmncetothe(lommmst?art) itself. We
_had’enlisted as students in rsponsetoemaordmarymdl
“widuals and without them were adrift.”
L Stra;ghtbeeameamemberoftbe&mbndge(bnver--
~sazione Sodiety, kmown as the Apostles, the secret society
“that chose young men for their intellectual beilliance,
~sometimes for-their intellectual family connections, and
* aften for their homosexual predilections. (Not Straight: his-
saualprefemhas alwaysbeenfawmnen. Likename,
" fike nature!)

: lestoosxmplewsa) that the Apostles had become a
" recruiting agency for Soviet intelligence. But a number of
those who became Soviet agents like Burgess and Blunt
were members. And perhaps the attnosghere of the Apos-
tles, the slightly bogus intellectualism, the clandestinity,
the smart leftism, and the sense of superiority to bourgeois
prejudices, subtlv preconditioned ambitious young men.
shocked by what thev saw as the heedless conservatism of
their own society, 10 what can now only be calied treason.

CONLIN L LD

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/06/21 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000100600006-0

- ’~“"' -—«t."‘( . ,-—



